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PROCEEDINGS. 

, "

1 '

.. 

-f 

,. '

The Colored Men of the
l State

of COn'pecticut

~~~~~

atNew Haven, in Conventibni onWednesda- ;Se t:l\Ztbj

\, , '

three o clock, P ", , in the !lemple streetChuteh, in , pur u- 
, anc with the following call r- 

' \" ' , , '" . 

t7':;'.

;\!-

,t, 1

A CALL TO THE COLOttED MEN OF CONNECTICUT.

. " . - . , ,- , : ' - ; , ' : - ' , - , ", - , ' , ,', -,,, '

'!rethren :- W e propose. to nieetyoll iii Oonventi'on 'iri
the Icity of New Haven, or\ Wednesday, the'. 12th day.
September, 1849, to ,?onsideir ou Politic!!l cOI:diti;miand:to'
devise measures for 0 elevl/tion and ad:vanc8in t: '

' ' ,. "

Action on our part i imperativ lyneces ary:to s cure ' toe:
acknowledgment of our , ights, and theeilactmertt anc; admiri.
istration of impartial laws !iffeQting us by' th proper St!ite
authoritje8. 

" ' . ' . , . '

Now 3;8 Ii body. we have o polhicalexisten :ar
. d ad to citizenship-struck' down byanunrighfeous!State

Coqstitution:, and our life spa kqu, nchedby
r,\lel 

nd'.un.

, :f::

~~~~~

!::l
t' t

: " ~~~~

'ltf
- Shall we not hear It and hve also.

. ,.

The shouts stsbattlidgfor Freedori. a. w:aft
us dontinuaIly ove. th aves: Shall wep.ots'wejlt e sQ~w:s 1.
The hearts of all t e lovers Qf"'iI erty and~~

s:r:e
re b atmg high wlth hope; han:w alone' lt d

~~~

l;n4:"
InactIve,? We have reasQn Jto: . behave that the", mgnt' ls faz; 
spent. and an auspicious day sdaw iQg4ponl1s. IEYia p:ces. 

of progress are numeto sand creas gino1if pwn :tate\, 
shall vye not prepare, for the orlsls.

, , .: '' ,:. " : ' . ,

" We bid)'o\l q?!l

, ,

then, fr m th four COT:n,ers : Jt~~:om thevalhes of. the Housatonlc and the Cpnnectlcut..
frpm , tl1e

, '

:borders,

; ,

6f ' lr,ee " c:hu ettsa.rid1he :

~~~

rp 
boundrof impartial Rho,de Is and ! Lr1tthe dwe lers :ouri' 

" '

l' '

. '

i I'

, '

: i

i "

, '. , ! :, ,

:i : 'I' "- I.

. ,



kt" " " : ,. :;;

.4' ,
t . southern snores who 'Ytness daily the mighty p lsati()ns pfpld

i Ocean, coro up as bold and irresistible, ttnd rol! o the

': 

tide
ave of Hberty. . , i

. .

i Let resqlute and hopeful men of every professIon and occu..
patio!l co,*e. , , Age and youih-the sons of ease and the sons
of tOll-th:e lahd older and the landless there s a w .lcome
dnda work for alI I 'Come in the sttengthand fe r of God,

and in the certainty of ultimate success by His ' blessing on
Our united efforts.

, "

, Hartfort. Rev. Levin Smith, Henry Nott, Isaac Cross
Hent'-y Fosltjr, . S. M. Africanua.

' .

, JfiddletQwn. George Garrison, R. C. Huntington, Charles
Daniels, )feverett C. Beman, Jehiel C. Beman. 

, "

Brydgeport. George W. Francis, Lepnard Collns, J. Ero- '
. ery Burr, Charles Hubbard, Philander Pitts, WiIiam Allen,

Tunis Gr , Henry Davis, J. Demming. I 

, ' " ,

. New Haven.-A. Q. Luca, Robert J. ,cow6s" Paul Uall, ,

. '

Thomas Oisco, H. S. . Merriman, John Tdrner, Edward,fGal-
pin, T. ij. p.Qtter, ~illia Tho\npson ueIT. gray;
Amos G. 13eman.

Norwiqh. Sjl( uel EII William Spellman, Jamea L.
Smith, Uriah W. W. R. R. Pelham, Pelam M. Wiliarhs, David

, Gordon, Gtjcirg L, iJlia s. ' "

. .

New London. WlIham Anderson, George Fall:weather"
and. other

-, 

i , . - I
1Ydw Milfor A. J. Morrison, Masp.n (iauson, Jacob11" ' ' 0

ogg

. , ' ' . ,

I .
, Th Cdnvention was called ,to order/by .Rev 'Gn J3ernari,

dfNe- Haven; thtfcall was read by; S, M!: Africanus o~IIart.
ford" A hymn iof solemn praise to! God Iwas swtg. nd the'
Scripture rea " aj1d follo;wedbx prater' by the ReY' tEO ARD

COLLINS of Bnqgeport. i '

, ' - , .

' George W. Francis of Bridgeport;w ppqintedchairm
pro terlpore, . M. Africanus ofIHartford, SeQr ry"ppl 
tempore.

' '. ; , .., , . " '... . ' ,, ,

'. i "

; . : ' . ; , ,. '

. com ' i tee ? I five were ,appoin*dtopr are gtofd l. 

C. Bemall" '
i;' 

. . , ... '

;, N s!ofd glltElsEl Jled:, . I

" ,

'. I. , '7 .

" , . ' : : 

It(1 n.ry, :Fos

~~~~

'N'. loica $i. J;Elri:r);N'?tt,

. .

A,lElx:

~~~~

(rs
y, i !?J!

II;)

~~~

qpro/s

). . 

etQ7Jn-r1. 01rr)son, ;IFJ! C'J3I'

~~~ , ,

(i. rilP ':E',". J

\p.

Boman; 

. j' '

. I ,

, '

: I

. i
!! I

. I



I .

. ;ri rl-G. W, LJg:

' "

Burr, Charles l:ubbard; Henry Davis, iWil
L r "'iV.I West, TumsGreen. ' . J" "

:+.,

;1'/ 
New Haven..Amos Gerry eman, SamueIT i:Ii:y/' 'Jhos.

" .

Cisco, Paul Hall, H. S. Me riman. Edw rdqlilpin;: Wil

' ,

llam T pson, Charles W' ' illiams, " R. , W' es;' M in'jU:'

man, Francis Cisco, ' Peter Osborn, Thon;rasB. ottel",
F. Bouchet, John Turner, and.RobertM;.

;eark. " 

: .

Wil7ia ;ii
' wn :iams,. DaVia !)r

~~~~~

Stoni'fgton- Leonard Black; J. Scott, Abraha~M rdl!on., ,
Nathamel Holland.

' , . "

I ,nbury.. Lyman H. Petets.
. Saybrook-Stephen Wright.

New London"'Jcihn B. Clarke.

New Milford-Henry Berr an. ' 

HOIYOltARY ,MEMBE,S." I 
Rev. George A. Sl'ywood, I$pr(ngJie1d, Mass.;
Rev. Elymus P. Rogers, wark, N. J. 

, Henry Bibb, Deiroit, MicMgan.

, ,

, On oti oted.. to appoiJt a n miI:ating Cb ittee "th.e '
followmg named :gentlemen re appomted: J 

J. E. Burr, D. GQrdon" Collns, A. G eman, ' S; T.
Gray, and B. Randall. '

' .

, I..
The nominatin oom itt elreported Jllist or~m rthe

COI)Venhon j their report was accepte , andlunammou
, ad

~~~

JEHIEL . BEM N, ofMi
Fo'; Vice Presidents

~~~~~

Iti

~~~

d "

; ', , /

. Leonard CoJl sJ of t; ,

, ''" 

. Robel't J. Cowes,'Of I;av

" ' ~~~

ftA

~~~~~ ~~~~~~ . .

ForSecre;aries.,S. M: A icanris ,(tfh1ar rd' (l.

, ,, : ," :

mery BUtr; ofBdd Qjj

: " .'" " ,

Yer Berr i '
, On the ,announcement of the' v,ote;thechair, an, elect, W:M 

I ,conducted to the stand, !\nd' ptoceeded to addfes the Cohvell-
tlOn.

' ., ' ,.

I ,,

, , ' ' ' ' ! ' : ,

I .

y.. , .. ,; ,

t j

" .;",'". ,, :?\ - ', , , " " .\, : j,

, II'

, '



:' : :
L. it.I'. eman expresse IS Ig " 1)ppreCla lqnoit11 '!I'ClI1or

thtis unexwectedly conferred upon, him ;he recehred!\Vth
much diffqence tb! appointment. to the mOSf;romiI1eqtp r.t

, in the Convention

, ,

being aware, of the prt;serkeof manYClf
superior ql1ali6cations:' ut he ,wol.Ild not ~hrink J n1duty 
and responjsibility, a ecia11Y in an etnergenci !tethep! esen

when the IIbocty aT!d the hopes of. the people reatpenlupon ,
the lssue. ! HehopM that the deliberatiOns ov r ",hlch e"was

c;alled to pJies\de, "'ould Re cted ill a - pirit Ofprudenc
, and ge tlejnanly c e~SlOn W1th dfpetHance ,

upon the DI-
vk1e gUIdance and Ibllessmg. " t"

Mr. S. '!. Gray bf N Haven Was intI:odt1ce,Q to the Con-
ention, a d bl:lefly addressed the" house, l ib. I behalf o New

Haven , Citlfr, welc!iming the delegations- 'fnd expressi gthe
sympathy aiid co-operation of the inhabitants:

On motion ' a Business COlimittee was elected ; :viz 
A. 0.Bel1an, L onal1d Collns, E. C. Freetn I1' Geor e W

FrancIs, Henry, Nott, Samuel T. Gray, David Gord , :a
'A. Thompson, A' Morrison, Lyman H. Peters, and J
Clarke. ,- 

, ,, , " " -

, The cOq1m1ttee l!etired jduring the absence of the commit- 
e, the Cor.ventiort'was . addres ed by the R' ev. r. Spy opd.

, The bu mess C!1mmlttee reported the followmg Rul s for
the governFent of

; the Con-vention, which wer adopte

." , 

RULES. I'

1. Th t each J s$ion bf the Convention be opened by ad. '
'dr

~~~~ ~~~

6fa qu rum the Pr sidenJ shall '
, take the c?airand 'call theCorivention to order,

. " , . :

3. T e minute of the preceed , s ssloll shaUbe.r~!ld at
the opemIjg of eaqJl seSSIOn, at wliICn tIme rmstakes, lf ith

be any, s
atl be ?ol

rected. ,

" . " . . " , .

. "4. T e Pres1dtjrt, sh 1I demd e ;;ll 9ues rQns of order, sj1b:

Ject to an appeal of: the Convention;. ,
I . "

" "5. AIt!.motjOnsl d addresse

' ,

shall be ,mi'de to the rr si.
dent, the membe1'lnsmg from hls, seat !

, ,

, m;;t:ci fti

~~~

except tho e ?f refer ce, shalPbe
f s

(b.

, ;

..- "7. Committeessh be3ap pirJteabY1 thechairurJ'

, , , . ' -- 

otherwlse 9,rder dl bythe; on~eI1tlpn.(

/' ,'/". .

"8. prev!0! .eJW*sh!l1 'al'Y!lys', belnprcl anq.

. .

l d

:""

'd ' ?IU :.m
, yo 

. , !" 

'i: 

..., ' , ' , , .' , " : " '.. 

, I . ;i i1 . 

1 '

: ! 
, i

, ,

1 \'

I ,

, . - ': '
"'.. "i\

, .

II .



'-i""'
'f,':;"

'. " , , .. '

"--I '
'. . , , ,,

main, ,question and sh ll be put ip this 
ll 

, ..tbe

:7.t 1::: h:":
thrqugh the chair.

. "

I ;

" ,

'.10. A otion o adjOurnsh ll alway er,J"n
shall be decided wIthout debate. .

, ., "

n. No member $hanspeak otethan: twice n:the, s/1l'e,
question w:ithout the conserit of the COD,yention, rior rpore :,
than ten minutes at each time. , "

\ " " ' . ;; 

I::: '
)2. No resolution, exceptor ;referen e; shall' eofTered to

the Convention, ex?ept it .come throug f?e , \msi ess , Qon1 t, "
te'8; but all resolutIOns reJe. d py the cammhtee may beJpre. :sented directly to the Conventio if t e ina

f of such w hes "to do so. 

, : , '

13. Sessions of the Conve.ritioft shall c 'rrm nba at' nine
clock, P. and shall close at one o clci k, P. M., and at

six o clock, P. M.

, ,. :, " '. ,

I' 
, They.also rec.ommand that the Conventio ihea ,the reports
from 

elegates, on the conditio , 'and prospe tsqftheJReopl
In thelr several towns. The delegates from , art ord, M;id,dle
town I Bridgeport, New Haven :Norwich" " ew ondorijand

tonil!gton, re orted very. che6Jrib.g lI , ce: of. pt: ress
m thelr severa places. I ' 

" ' . ' ';' "

Thl!' business committee ' recoimmend d t e p ointment. of '
a Comt:ittee on ,Finance ;' .wher upon. '

' . ' : ,,;,, : ,

Messrs. George W. Francis, .:a' f3: Merrir '. an,.

, .

' enty, l'ott,, Georg,, Snipes, and Lyman H.fe:t r:s, wer15 :app ,inted;
Voted, -'lh wl:e We ad oul' ' w djou n tqine t atilt0 clock, at this place. 

, -, - , ,,

. I ' 
Adjourned; clos d with ille Doxology.

. '

- I 

, ' ' , ,

, r

" ,., " . ';''. " ' " ' , ,

, i

' )" - " " 

i -

' ' " , " "

I - -

:- - , " , " : ' , :. .

EVENINGS BBIO
\VEDNE

~~~

, 2th, 184( ,
. 'Convention metacco ding to 'adjournme*;, ppiYe bi Itey..
Mr. L. BL-\CK. The mmvtes ,ofthe.:precee4mg se rilonwere

and pprove

' - ' ' " '" ' , 

I!y,a ,,

,', "

::..a'

,, :- , ' " :.

J? ' 

:, : -, . ' ' ,::,) '

c :;

!:" :?!,'\ ":;,, : ;' :, ::,::' ..: ::" ::' (: .

. : The business, committ dth n?f :ng,res lu!ibn'

, , , 

Resolved, Th!lt e :w 11 urge upon: our

pj:,

opl he1tpp rt. ,
ance cultl' :atingIntel'lg!!nce, iand; soun4 mo ahtya,vlta

:. 

I -

" : ' /, ,, ' "; '

f '

:, ' " , ;' " \" "

I ,

; I'

.) I : I,



(' ,

, J

' '" " . ! .

, to all our ' interests, and hopes; am!1 to re(usetheircount

~~~

Ilcei
, or support of thos who claim to be teachers, either in sphoQls

r the minis ry\ '1ho, are inferior to the m $s of the !pe p'le, . in
hterary ,attal l'fs , and therefore dlsquahJied td be th lr m.
structors 'and gwdes.

' ' " - " '

, This esolutio was thor )Ughly and abl ' dis ed by
Messrs. Wiliams,,of N of'.vich; Black of Stonington" Francis
of Bridgeport, Gray o( New Haven, Collns of Bridgeport
Hall of New J;aven, ThoI?pson6'f Middtetown and I Posey
of Hartford , and, 'Was unammously adopted. "

" :

,Adjourned to eet ,at the Temple, "'n Thursday mbrp.ihg,
September 13th, at 9 o clock, A. M. 

. ! , ,, ' ,-.. , ,

MORNING! SESSIO THURsDAY/ SEPT. ' 13t ; 1849..

. .' ' , "- !

Convention m t in the Temple ; called to order by thb Pres- 
I' ident, a d ppene" ith yer by Rev. Mr. Posey. The min-

utes of he prec pIng seSSiOn were read and apprdvedJ

, ,

The business committee reported. resqlutions' for'he lconsid. '

, ' 

rati ' f the Qonvelltion, which were read. Wh9reupon, 
It was

, , 

J7ote That t " e resol tions be a cepted artd that y be
tak,en uIl yp!jrat Iyand In the order of thelr pre entatlon. , 'I ,

.!esolutlOn, Nd. 1, adopted. 

, '

,I 
, No. 2; Was disbussed by Messrs. Collns, Spelh:nan, Gr;ty, 

and Jol)n Emery Burr, in 'a most able and e1oqu rit anIler;'
and unanimousJY:iadopted. , '

, -- ' ,

Resolution, No: 3, real:; on ion unanimollsly adopted
without I debate., I , ' ' I

' ,

Resol' ution, NOi. ' 4; upon this, resolution remar s were
made y Messrs'JPosey, Gray, Spywood, and Sp llm!jp. '.he

resolut1 A was pted. '

" " '--' 

;Resolution, N ! 5

, '

w'a s supported by Messrs. EIls Fr3;ncis.
and Black, an(hwasunahi ously adqpted. , i,

, ', ( 

It wa;s 'her
preed uponJto hea

a statement from the:fi. I , n\lnceqommltt E1. "

'\ "" " " ' , ",

Resqlutiol1, : wasread;support byM sof
, New\lrk. ;Mri :' Rogers. remarked, i tJatthis; wa 'hi native

~~~~ ~~~~~~~

'WJ

.. 

" I , I '

' '

( I

.; 

'J 

, ,

, I

, '

t '

'I'
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"' ,""""-:) , ,,;;) "

"t,

::: ,/::, )\, ,.' ;, ;

\i1: ;i"i-:'i!" ;i\"J-:;"'Y;'Y

. , , . , " ; ~~~~

I01!' ,':'i;

-The 'Corivention,*as caUelr!'Wibrli f b""111e';l'ieiideI1:ti

' " ,"

ened Wiili' firAyer"( Re"

. '

1;,
!\:I;;i

''.';'

't:'!"i" li 

.. .. ,,-

, 17.

. ;...," 

ill.

,,,, 

fJ: 

". :!- ' ""

ll;,S" "qj. L:

,..,

The rni rit si, ttQe r,Qtn '

;;""

Ttitf'roINit' d(Jl gat 1//'" 

. ,;,'" ,

. R ojntidn /)/'8;i '
, '1'esolu'tloh No. "l )p " f' 

'"-

:i. C\;.

s p

, :. , ,

an1erideu fUld';a-aopte' '
Re$o!nfion, .No. TOJ a,sJ t\lett ,

, "

leng fi1)1 j\essr g1i. bf.
M-tA3ahiD's direM dtl1eatieilti(jjl o

good' effects of correct mora:l!d ort

~~~

and persevet'ing pl'8:cticeofvlitue."'up pe , 16'
estly recotnmep9,ed tli'e .pbl'sefer:\tIoe- i1iiU

" -

Ji6'
Mr. Francis ,a!,o, spok of'ed'Qo-lttioib'n- g tl6r

duties andin:6uenoe of motberso-ver,

' '

minds, c ;M iGra"f-f6IIoW a:!1t

~~~

of the resolution in a p we,r l : a!'d ..
elicitedtba f1f quen (1jRPlauii ;of! ' 11:"

, Tbere 0111ii9h'jWM1jad'
R:es01ntions;.tN o.

,,,

t: . ';;,

. advocated:lJy;

~~~~~ ~~~

;:iResoltiti i;d

' .,! '

Efan;cisr:iBi&b

' . ". .

1he::b iri $eomniit.

\' ' 

61'

Re8()lvea, Tb: a, bnllni te!3\ '. f;
pareap ;A(Iressto 'the' ga;tv0teis1;d'"

" '

,2 

! .. ;""



the colore pepple, andtll t it be publisb d with'lh&'IPi utes
of thig COtJy: tiori.

" '

Xi! 
e re o1utklD wasadoFted by the C I;Ve!;tio,n, and a com.

~~~~ ~~~~ ~~~~

ssrs. : A." G.

A1d

~~~~~

fhe

~~~~ ~~~

:'t

~~~~~~

t;d

~~~

:lu 1:::gA X:'

~~~~~ : '

appointed !Com ittee.
The cOimmi,ttee also recommenoed the appointment of 

tate Cert!tral Coml'itte'e, with pow r to .state the time, Jmd ue t!) ca11 , for ;l State COt)ventlOn in 1850, and to act
the interval of time inthe ndu t of measures qjudg

for the advancement of our politICal mterests. ThelfiwcomJ.
mendation was concurred in, and thE)1Peas re adopte 'lhe
following gentl r;e!\ \Ve eapPolnted said oqn'fmitt

, ,

HattfMd, S. M. AfrJanus ;a. Foste " n. Nott, and Isaac
GrQss; Mi'ddlr:town JehielC. J3eman ;.New lIave;n., $a(nuel '
T. Gray lind, A n;; Bridg

P1rt, 
J, ET IlulT

and G. W. Fraqcls; N07:Wl,ch I). Gql' .on; Stonz.rtEfto
rt, L.,

Bla,ck j New Milford; A. J. Morrison j1)nbury, :(Y(na;n. lI, jeers. ,

, ,

Voted. t th q?ings . of this Con;yenti n be sig d J t ;'

,: .'

the Preslclent and Secretaries, and pubhshed m a pamf!4Iet. '

:(:" /~~~

v;,

, ,, ,

If ,

I, ,"

,;y-::' '",_ :, 

, EVENlNQ, SESSIOr;;..THURt;DAY, SEPT. 13th,

,!-'.' " . ;' , ., ' " . ~~~~ . '

Meeting rbY; the C irman" atw4oseirequ
'the Rev. Mr. Thompson addressed ;l'rayerto, , God. \J,

;, 

'Jb "Wi90 4fternQon " 5essi(jn wereread';gnit,

j ,~~~

q'i: ' !m ,qll' 'Wa Hedal!d '1\ules~ea?, '!:\"i

' ,~~~

'!a ;'IeIlQ'It .tP'(n;tM",bqsJ esS,cotnmLtt was tlmn: I ,
taken
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(;r; Qrormttee 'of. be; llppomted ,.'I h I
place representet i:w;hQ.S ; dJlty , $haU ' t()ieO/"Qpara '\i!th .
t!t itt!,wdn-.p!:Qrnj/tiI1 tbeQ jeet$ f"t
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The 'appoin trne ts' er,
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i' 

~de;ii

;;,.! ~~~

s::

, ,

dORillESPONd(NG'r JIlMi!Jt B"E.d '
I -J

lJarifo"d, A. , sQi gt9,

~~~ ~~~ . . 

ff11::Q tft

~~~~

:l1

1;r:
JJ 

Danbu1'
Y, 

W. Peters a :1h tch 1\ '
lVeW, 

ond()':t, B;Clg.rk

,",) '

New,Miiord, A:. .J. rrisQP'

~~~

:;r:.

~~~

f1a

~~~~ :j 

' :i il:

~~~~~ ~~~~ ~~~~

funds in the harids of the Finance Committee, after the'ex- -
penses of the Convention ,are paid; ' be approprated towarclS
the expenses (If the publication. 

" ,.

Voted" That theComl1ittee o publishing the mil1

~~~ ~~~

: a dg!;:Jli

~~~~~ ~~~

, minutes. '
Mr. BIBB was here intrwluced' to the audience. andsP9ke

upon, the subject (If givdn, ne' J3i: tp tQe\ ll1yes. , Th Jol- ,,
rowing remarks bY' the Editor 'of the New Havet1r iurn
wil gi ve the r.(md r an impressive view. of M . Bibb s qi

r. . The Preamble and Re hiti whlc lIr duc
Q t

h:t

~~~

r;i
,,as cal ed out. ' , o ered" etWlu 19n' I't'q f:.'tijew.

, clrc
a.t1on of 

the d?Je

~~~~ ~~~

prOhlb1tory tu t

\y, "..

fie, roa e ,a vety.

~~~

q9.

~~~ ~~~

4,,;in th pou erof.~tl, arke .thati ehadlljee

('!! ' ' 

years of hishf !'Jh 'wa surprlsmg"tOj Sf(q

, " .

almost; acte r , :he ,had thealrljr:' )f.

;",,

, professlC!nal. man. ' I lie mal tam d th efre lrc,

- ,,/.,

Scnpt res . s I not ly,pw igf, g!r;

~~~~

r~~~~
but also of;pohtlCaI ' land.per 9J!~L'r,IJ;~~, i,!, BeM' i;i

m: talent nd evidently. /;jm .ro

~~~

t()1

':.

tmost smce he obtamed hisfree(lom" :i'" 1'-., ; "",!i" ;.c;(;
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sf!lved, That , .the ,th!1J;ks of. the J elegatea tQi

j.p

venti.o be and heteby are presented to the President'ant: oth. ,
er Ofcers of theConve tion, fortheA: ithfuldischa.rge' of
their several duties. 

' ," , ,

Resolved, That the Delegates of this Oonvention pl'es nt.

their tha to' t 'NeW

" '

ndness 
and hOspitality with ,wbichtJteYhavegree'f

:.; , , " '

' . M . G. Beman . beingca,tle f/briefty dtl e4t' l1eCpn.

:J; That tl1e C n'\ent\6n OW ' djotlrn ;n1e
call of/the State CentraI.Gotbmittee. '

The Doxology was sung by the' whole audieni!(j !1dipg;
to the tune of Old Hundred, ' and the Chairman declared 1'he

Convention adjourned. 

, "" , , ' . ' "

JEHIEL C. BEMAN, Presi(knt.
S. 1\. AFRICANUS, 

. ;

:t. EM;ER:Y BURR, Secretaries. '
L. CARTER BEMAN, \ 0'-

, :. .

-0-

\ ' " '

/Ok

.- '; 

l ,I -

. '

.. I

. ,

1. Beve,d, Tbat ;e\egard tbe right of tbe ' EJectiv Franchisf.
as one of the mOst valuable' and sacred rights of, man, ' and at once ' tbe
glory and thuJ1ieJd of , civil GovernID nt. I '

ed, Thatto deprive any lass,()f: enoftJ valuab

j ,

and maheI,abl ngbt~ and for a preteJt release tlielr ' pr9perty fro!" a , State
TII, etanhe e1\1Ie time tbey must beartheif partqft eexJienl"ee af
tbe:,generalGovernm!1nt, is not to be consideredalOia fa;vonbutiisrathe.t

alc tedtofix upon them more cde

ryt,h
Q1a fiPq itiCa

o. ' R olVed.tTbattbe ConetitutidnaJ dIea!Ji1tyundejiwhi r; i
edlllI!nlaboiln th!! State o Connecticut; being fcPunded upon thWipo1br 

which tbe Almighty Cl1tor has clothedtl\em.i is iml'iou'sb,eore "
'\ H ven-unjust and ' ruel, to t'lse effected by ii-abhorrent to the religiOn

\ "' .

.' I

' ," .-\ ': '

,:1 , 'I

. '. ..

, J '

"", .' ,



'1 1,"

,;..

of JESUS, IST-illSUhipg ..tohumanitv..a. dish \Q'i het t!1 ;"'lI
obstacle in the way,of, tbat; spirit of- Freedom;/f', (jft'! iJ;W.l!1'iJJ ,'

...

earth" struggling to redeem man the worldover,i va4Q~I :t)! .t speedIly removed, 

' , ., ",

riJi!:2F'J

, ' 

,r:I:

?' 

!L'i;'

No, ,4. Resolved That we believe that the d ha's now cC)m€i
the people of our , beloved :State. C1fConnecticut.',Jjo, ubif)' ~"efthi JQt
from

' .. 

herGonstitu ion,, (and, proudl !"n!i;!\ bhh' ihe
every other State 'm " New: England,. IntfglvlUgi,to'el ,:t elrii;,c
of ,Suffrae. ,

" "

, I ,A "

.,. ""

\I'"

, " ; ' ;;;'

5:: f;\
No. 5. Resolved, That we pledge , ourselVes tOl each oth(!r, to ge:all

honorable means to induce the goodptJ1Jeof iN$ tite i,'1Qj,a fie, tfl;. ;leir
moral strength, , in the majesty of the!rp01iti J;;" ni:t ,ij,

~~~

e, ,
fr~ the St?,t s escutcheon that plo,t whIch n01rtide tl!)es,he1I"Wltli,t1i
pmt of pohtlCal tyrauhy.

* , '" 

/i " :"X1i"i!i'I' ,
No. 6. Resolved, Thatwe rejoic iil the efIor alldprQgre:$sw:J (jb,.

reth en havef:ade, and are ma ing to procitrep peJ;yji" i!s

~~~

ii'! Y;)I "'f
Ir: this and varl~us 'other States , and that we r garil , t S\I!!j' :'(illeNilf' JlI
s!gus of the cOffmgof that day, when, as a peo we8haH '401dan em.
inent and dignified ppsitil;min Society. 

" ! ,

: r '

, ' '" ';. \ ,. .,. ' ' . - . ' - - -

No. 7. Resolved, at we are ,eneoqraged jJY'thl!.,par,tial::SIl, Aeu
whlch. has crowned the efforts of olu brethrewandlhe::frjends,o'f! :ft,ee JJ""
without distinction of pa ty in Ohio, and congratlllate h rcjti

~~~~

world on the repeal of h r" Black Laws," and hope the day ,1r"lllsP$l1!
Jy come when the St tut ' !Books of every State in the J,nion Sb1Ur'

pq-

fied from all unjust (jnddppressive Laws. ' :I ' i' '
Resolved, 

lih ur interests are tpe sa e as tho e of I.Ur. retllo
ren , m. bonds, a , tbat whIle we sympathlzew1ththemm, t\1'e\r'd:
afflictions, We wdl ! to show that we " remem r them, as boundwlfh
them," advoca.te and pursue Ii virtuouslcourse of ,conduct" that our xam.
pIe may have tend ncyto hasten the 4ay of our own elevation and their
emanJ:pation.' 'I "

' 9. Resolved, That we request every Wnisterof theGqs !\ltO
pre!lch at leas bnce In every three months, upon the jmportant. !!IIj)je (\t)

:rri dir fui

~~~ ~~~~

:ri:
d: th

;r:.
No. 10. ResolvellJ , we rljcommettdto anan' rnl!$tan albl!lJ

, interest in the ed1tca n,of:theiVl\nildr~mja d ,that tb:l!y, *e.i'

(';

I!.,~rJ
: deavors to la 1 )lgh111!tala: trai ingi Q4'

~~~~

fcfb
d uee them I n ta" the *ec an,cart~, l1ndJfius pre,pareth !1, qd, etgP,ia;P4'

, sllstain a virtuous an ablestationin S() i&t

;. ,. , ' """;,,' , ;, , . ". " . '. ( *

e the speechofHoD Mr. Of North C lfi" IItMIat

' ., " 

'f 
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. ?-

No. 11. Resolved, As there appears to be a itis 1i in our conditionils a .
people; it is our duty to regard carefully the position of thosewhCi,inthis
cause, iidentify themselves with us; and those among us, who de.blytbeir
identit with us, sho:uld be looked upo:n in the ght Of tories and enemies'
to the ocial and universal freedom of man. " , ' i 1 "

No. 2. Resol'/ed; Thatnot itstan ;ling we are epriv dof the rig
of thejElective F ancbise, and deptived' tbeprivileges of eitizerfship, 
wil u e our utmost endeavors tO C\kwate th principles of Ii Jluremotali"
ty and high intellectual attainments and by industry and economy gainproper y. '

' .

No. 13! Resolved, That this Convention deem it advisable and expedi-
nt to present the claims of the c,olored citizens of Connectic?'tl-to equal 

, tI hts 10 the body of the people hy the means of LectureI's, Dlscussedby .
Messr . GRAY, SPELLMAN, aI1d WEST, and adopted. 

' " 

No.'14. Resolved, That those Lecturers should he colored ' men of in-
tellgence and ability, residents in this State, and should be sustained by
our wntributions '; adopted.

No. 15. Resolved, That the Central State Committee be , and are hereby
instructed to perfect this plan of effort, ,and employ a suffcient number of

, -

men "properly qualified, and apportion the expense among the Districts

, ,

represented IU this Convention.,
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AN ADDRES'

, ,, ,-

TO THE COLORED"MEN OPC NN'E T1Ct'.',

"" '. . ,- ''''

i''

'''

"T,

PtMT tM State Convention, Mid at New Hal!en 19#ii 4na 111 1849.

;, '" , ;:,.

'1"""" 

' '" 

I , 

." , '"

RET RE..

:- " : "' .. - .. .. .. , .. ' " ; ':;: 

t is unn ssa y to set fqrtb before yo r mi as, tb'!p1irticu\i, otqur ,
politICal condItIon In the State of Connecttent. II W:e.are Vvronged' r and
our wroqKB are matter of , daily an , hU:mj iatinghp elle, w.e"franch1sed. O r manhood and Cltlzenl! % thU1 " are' aSS!lled,

1I0Int. 
nd this was done b the aut l!r1t,. of, t

, !,,

t~t~'Jth
mes

KectIve of color, bad enJo,yed on e

u9, terMs. 'tbe !!!t\cll're, f 

~~~ ~~~~~

rar:
St u

~~~~ ~~~~ ~~~~

rt.
ut no authorIty can sanctify IbJustic!'and oppr!,~$~nl

, ' 

e.: 4t\ bftle'
Law, canuot conceal their monslrous forms; IJ(jrsbl1I1d;-t eIJJ " iuf.
of tmth. Thirty yeatB,have 'te been disfranchised. Butouf , Dili

;':

:ou
it'

~~~ ~~~

::S
ls fii i:!i

~~~~

\h "

~~~~~~ ~~~

:ir 1 :
r ha1r &

~~~ ~~~~

from all the hIghways of progress. ,Two !eate ago, when J\lstl!i1l utt red
her voice throughout Connectieut, ancI Lie ld'b r' re!lde:zv

tjs ill v.' r'y.
town, but five thousand beede ths cry, an(h llIed, tt1ie tanCla 4. ,

, ,. , ,

What then? shall we despair I sh!J1I we ce,!se ' r s I:w.e Med
those who discouraging'y Bay t you canaccOln'pltsh l!

, .

" 'I! pfio

~~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~. p

eIfu8
;;r, "

t '

an eternal law of Gbdthat w1fo,oever J,nqoJl "iiflrforsake." , Tl1ey,,reI~ls to '!
1:e. 

1!1l4 t!?: dl1! , eus;
rests of tbe:p'resent alidul!I!Jl1df1\1 !lSI

~~~

to bear unresJstingly -t)1e bq\'b o'l oRpreSsJon;.

:; . " ..' :...,

. It is no doj:titful rightfqt\""tii

q, 

" J: P'1!
of oUl'eptib'ican gove jJM'ef' ' 1: edMtri " ' , , , ,0" " '

countrysC i1sti\1itigl1 a't , :jU8 gPV:

! '

the consent of the govern€d.
\' r '

':be'Peopl'e
power. , This i , the di ti,n:ct i!e ea\ !e I1Pth'

ern Mimts: 'Bunhe fdunda:1:IOiihs ' ovi!Ttbro

fc:; i:J:

~~~ ~~~~~

:Ni . ea en,
I '

:;..' '

ce '
););:;:;I illc f8 ali
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ado"Ptio"n to" any co"nsiderab e extent" must /lec1.r lnfQrtf'O
competence, esultl ill abil!ty .andi~dependlmc. ppf(lch rll

The deep injUries w/,have Infllcted'on O,urselV:!!,bliP!
deadly intoxicating dmlJght wenrnotlhere 'forgott n"i"iOlll'i;
caU d upon to bring t e hallow,ed inftuj!ncesof rel' iliontQ,b hfrrip:~n)iflf

bJect, so tboroughlYI conn tedwithanour"hoJn/l M '8PI! a*!

~~~

?!i

~~~

:r m n should, be careful to mainta;in,ill,pro"p,erdegr ' of"SeI

!\!

tfi lffJ
mfalhable method of lIommandingtberespectof. , ther-l"t1lt.t! !ftj\oiln
tl\ink to, exha,lt himself bystandiil.galooUrom l\i

p!.

e;'iM n;\ i!1o#, ,trar erywhere ' identifying himself :W,ith,tnem. a boJingi'r l!tJ,andpaliently fur tbe elevatian and welfare af all." ,the; Qf,j'J:e!lqluJ!
tion" No, 11, let each recognise, honor, and defen' :hi6prdS' l'ij)ed,~d:op.
pressed brother, and ih aU lawful ways seek ,his a vaneemeQtt

,:,'

"I'"
The. 6ubject of eduqation received itj\l..tly de ' !Wedj!;P.ttictd

' ,

lion, and assumed a prominent placcin th1! diseuss oos.'l)f;t ifill.
Tr\Ie our educational advantages are oot great, an4on,that'
tbey be more highly p ize4" and no op.pQrtilnifY-toip v:e\,t~~!Iiil e
find, the doors of the hi h ..chools, academies and eeDarie/lJ f/" , se '
agamst our chIldren. But there is now nlistatutor.y!lIrobibitjon; :~I!IIcb.
er need now fear artest,

fil/e" 
and imprsonment, Ol hislj,t,r ofJ e.jJ!

teaching a,colored child No-colored young lady Jleed rem eat
threatening of .. t'en !stripes on the naked back'l for pre/lummgt(enter'
Connecticut in the pursui\ of knowled..e. 

' , . ' \ '

. i
Let it be remembe ed brethren, thllt !hese an er measuresa

, ,

110ed in answer to the general question, " What shat be donel" tm!1)(dt asII means necessary to entitle us , to enti-anchis ment . Our titlei')(ij tUa IIirfec!, already; ! r di we, as:, mass, pos s tv. qulJlificat

~~~

sIte to the good clhzen ,10 the hlgbest perfect
9P'i'1 

no(bllg materUd 1.1d
be added to the strength of our claim to the chise.iOur oj'JY rgu"
menl for that is, 'and' mnst ever be, tbe broad andbondnsiveone'.tnafl !ls '
OUR RIGHT, as nati e born MJN, Citizens oiAls great Repq ;, ane
members of the Commonwealth of Connecticut, ! Thevaluei di'
of the measures recommended to you, are "een,n ' theirt nde-ncr,tdtp-..
crease o r strength" , to muJtip!yth number of our nd asa;qJe !16of enablmg us to wIeld more IOtelhgently and effectively. i

, ' . ,

" WeapoJI thai come dow.. as sli ,

As snow-flakes 8I npon th so ,
But execute II Frem8l' s wDI

As IIghingdoe the: wil of God"

. . .. ; ' . ' . " " . . ' '\ " - . ' ,

, bC

~~~

:t:lf

~~~

il:;

~~~~~~~~

;;l'
mind, that .. there i 'IQthingth thath anys :C?jqg!t4i)i 
more it issnppressedi the:more,itrises, Let i rlfy,truth of tbemaxim. ! x.e 1!s ari~iJ\lou'rmig t\,f1Q.;
of ,.; rltthu p.on the bns ,e!lcii!()f' \lr lelloW:ci

~~~~~

!'9J
let uf/ re,peat, tne stor,0f: i9IirwrO ilt th ite i!t

ii"""'ii.' 

' ,

, hearts, an lnlluenc 4;1'fp WY Welr;lte&. !!t I\ef'

;. (g;: 

ma\tesacrdices, to s\ls IIa d:VlIullc:atepurea\l!J 1i ,
I! !::;t, olu !)!lnd Vigor hll :wep9 C?f'IA!1!i F!!!1j!,

. ,

i,::. t:*:, b"

"""'''

'i 
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/:!:91'
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. r-.4P' .. 1 ,. , 
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V' ,

and firm ,reliance npon tb irresistable arm" that wil turn and Qverturn.

. '

uqtit usticej,nd Judgment are prevalenttbrougboutthe earth. ;

, ,

Wt\' neeq pot fe-ar the result. We multt succeed! ,. It is an e,ternal. law
tbiit, whosoewer assiRts himself, him '\il the Lord assist.

" '

The issue
:fa,irly bet een prindple and pretudi tween w H founded right, 

blmd 'perverslty between reason and passIOn; cali. It be donbted -whIch
shall conquer in snch a contest ? The people can be reached, Their hearts

, '

are not enclosed within impregnable walJs. "Connecticut," sa)'sQn of her)

many. eminedt sons, .. though slow to move, moves ,sure and strong, when
she is aroused; she is catious and.,prndent, but when ' she sees: the:reason
fora changei she will chanf'e in earnest. 'She wil perceive that Right-
eo-uanese exalts 3. natipn. That it is thelrue -iOltJHlation ofna-,Mill ad
vancement a' dprosperity. Righteousne s towards' God in the acknowl.
edgrnent of isdiv ineclaims and the practice of piety and duty ;al1dtight-

, eousness to d , man by the establishment of justice and equity, and the
, recognition of the universal brotherhood.

, ! 

Then shall her righteousness break forth as'!e light, and her glory as
the noondaysulI, ' . i

! '

s, M, AFRWANUS.
HENRY NGTT,
UENRY' A. THOMPSON.I , 

, ' . ..

I :,

I ,
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TO 'lRE. i

-',

VOTERS OF ITH\E ' STA'fEOJ!pij;N':E9'r\Ctyt
! +0,

: " :... '

I. j,
ii- " 

, '

.i, 

FELLOW CItIZ-ENS :-

, , " ' " , ,"" ' "'" ' ,'" '" ,!;-,. ' '

'Fhe un ~lMs!gned " were appointed, ati!e Cq!l p1.
held m the c f N w Hate , Sep ., 1 tb. ur.
pose of cons!dermg the pol1tlfal d sab !ltles" uiltiep Y!l!cJ1w !1i! lj!,"""
Committee to ,address you upon that Importal ;UbJ :4!itY1, ij ,
we would now respeCtfully perform. ' I "

" ' :, ...(/. ""., ,,,,,, ,.,

Vj,e know . that in

, y

nds. under God., a nd, tlie,, ji/
, polltlc l destmy- t It 18 lfqr YOlt to say w ther we,8hall, !!!!J

same rIghts and prlVleges w/llch,oth r men enJ
r, and Wllefb4!r:,

lnr!'!J

uous mark, of politicaldegtadatiQ1 ShaJl ber U!ov d, or;nQt'f:W P! '
proac;h YOII, believing that yoU: are to.be inlllI n ed bytr.uth;"'!l4.re(l!!.

.;-

:::e
:d::

~~~~~

fo=
in th light ofwhic you recognize: and re poqd tp egre t tru€ ,.;t&e

Amencan Iildependence-" that U rnenar& atedfre,&)l &qIlIiJ,," '!il)iI 

endored y th ir Creator wi h crtt in !e iig ? amQn$;! lji!19-

are hfe. liberty, and 'the, pursuit of hi!ppmes a. ,declar/ltlP Whl!;h ,y,Q;llr .
FatPers

' 'Y
rote , and ,with o.u: . withtheirLpatr(lJtblOC s, 

of battle III " days \hILI tned men1s souls ;,f ana, WQ1l
.Ite!'9',I

lJt l!g; ,
, write hYl!acrite upon their tQU! we are wilfl)g,!OQg

~~~~!!:

j!iV tq;

slle?t an dlsfranch1sed"upQn.that l)llfrorn"i 9llJlJd(,fq

, .

era:s cr 1ng to us' to ,Rwake, nd .e' cur , par aHoO.'I IJ.

which, eIther as Slave.prlJoldler.sl \1eIJ. theyt?!eg.'tQgall\flJr; !!!c;p!lp.try;.
Dut to oursel vesandto' lJ'1r chlldren Meliti, tlJt\1 t'PPQ Ip! s.\of'

~~~~ :;! ~~~~~~

t;l

~~~~~~~~~

il 

:. '~~~~

:(::d1 ii;f
flk

..'

.. "'H."

" ,,.

JU118 ? ad that slu, ",-w al,wo.\11dt!hej;i;

~~~~

P!ji'!1lp.
rlOUS spmt of free40mIsabroadl!lth~ ea.rthwlth'lt rqI11c

;::ri

~~~ ~~~

i;!

~~~~~ ~~~~

'I!f
mark lh the la.nguageO! one, . whqae ,name and mfi\lJ!pc$ W Uel)d
lung as this Republic remains, that' they must i' k,o theerat1f.o

' "

I" '
*1!OIl.,He.wCJy,tar)l .. rI ,

, \

I \ .



, Libert and.ndep ndenc , and muzz :tlre cann hich t undcrs its aQ.

~~~~

!:'uS T ;n 

::s

~~~~ ~~~~

;eJa h J! 

~~~

seeking to me,llorllte the condi tion of the unfortun:ate West India slaves.
They must arrest the career of South American deliverance from thraldom

,.,

They must blowout the moral lights around us, and'1xtinguish that great"
est torch of aIJ which America presents to a benighted' world, 'pointin the'
way to their rights, their liberties , and 'their happiness. And wl,en 'they ""
have 'achieved all these purposes , their Ol:k iJ be yet incomplet
They must penetrate the human soul , and erildlCa p,the hg;ht Offeaeon and
the love of .liberty. Then , andnot till then, w en universal darkness
,and despair prevail , can you perpetuate s ave.r, a d repress aIJjSympathies

and all humane an(j benevolent efforts among free en,
, ' We ask y ou to appreciate and h n.ar such nobl sentiments

, '

and remove
m us that maFk of political Aegrada.tion whichiwae I1njustlyAixed upon

the time when the present State Constitution was adopted, 
ThEfrigmts of m n do not depend upon the accidents of his I)irth , or col.
, or clini'e-man.s rights are those whjch Gqd and nature have establish-

ed, and are therefore called natural rights-suchl as life and,liberty, and
need not the aid of human laws to be more cfec,ually' invest d in every
man than th y are: neither do they receive, any additional strength , when
declared by tile municipal laws to be inviolate; OB the contrary, no human.
Legislature has power to abridg;e or destroythe unless thcowner him.
self shaH commit some act which arnounts to their forfeiture.

But h;ow can the rights ot any daBs of men e safe, or secure, whtm
, they ha,)Ie no voice at the ballot-box i when tbey ' are stripped of the free-

man s helmet , swol'd and shield- tbe elective, franchise? . Wbo shall
p;uard t? ir jnter sts.when th

, '

hori tqe s6iritof p ejudiCe and In. ,
Justice Isfound\ make and admlUlster all the Ja\\!s) by which the wronged
and oppressed are to ,be governed i 

' '

:1 
No one will pretend tbat we ave by any ,crime! forfeited out rights, 

the p.oviden of God we are here. Our fathers were torn from the,ifnative
coudtt)' and brought to this land by the ' cruel h!and of oppressio here
they dIed tbe victims of outrage and cupid.ity, andl now , we, their descend"
ants, say il\)hatlar)guage whiCh your Pilgrim Fat ers thongh\'and express.
ed in this heir t\len wilderness home, when sur ded by the storms of,
Winter, and the yells of the Savage, " Qui transtulil , sustinet,

;. 

Ours is th claim of humarJity, We are aware that the. spirit of infi-
delity denys our claim to theprivile eB of a cdmmon brotherhood; and
that it Sometimes finds an utterance in pla s 't. h rereas9n would-teach us
to expect better things, Weare sensible of the influence which appeals
and declar atjons like the fclllowing exert Wh . fMsedo " Ihe r ejudi' ces
of men. .. Who " says the Writer, "r!\hall. resp ,Ct a people who do not
respect their own blood i If it is to be seenaJf wages hence: thilt the
blood of the Miltons, the Hampd.ens, the ;Hook I'S an!FtheWinthrops
haSl every where drun k of the muddy wat rs of!, the Niger, the profana"
tion !ll dec are itself in a peop dulJed i tpeirl wits, withOut manhood
r splntual force,

. . " 

. t 
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We do not say witb' wbat groce tbis comes from o*eanoil1tedt pt- lIt
tbe truth of tbat God" who .. hath made of one bloddann tions(jf el1 

for to dwelJ on aU tbe face of tbe eiutb.

" . 

But hpwcrueJ torep ro;wb

, '

tbose wbose f tbers ere s laves for years, ahd thos,- desc ndant8are :sti J."

denyed .aU tbetr pohhcal ngbts-tbe foundatlO anat se rlty' ?f 1. 0

flgbts .n tbe cIvil compact-denyed accesstothe a vantage$'ofeoHeges
and Seminaries of learning-tbe victili of , a prejudi e '.hidLkn w8 neitb..
er reason or mercy-continnaUy mocked illldirlsulted,witb i1lP)initY"b
corrupt public sentiment and wben they turn their lmoStd1!j1a:irrngeyes
to the miniB1er of Christ, instead 

C?f hearing a 
tfiufpp ant . t,indica:tidll;df

God' s eternal truth, are greeted with the raven cry of mfideHty;andsHg"
matized and scorned as " a people dulled in their wits, withoitt manhood or
spiritual force,

, ' 

What bas literature and science ever done for us in 'this Jand, withtbe
nse1t and co-operation of many who now taunt and reproach usl, , 
Wonld not a familiarity with the )Uwds of the MILTON'S, the LOtl'ESi
e HLACKSTONES and COKES, the NEWTONS, and KJ1PI,ER8, ;the' EtrWA11DS

and DWIGHTS, expand and enrich our intellectual powers /,' Were :the
gates un bar red and the obslacle re1nov;ed from the path iNhfch leads to
that" summit from whence fa s prolt t mple Bhi es far 1:-a:te thel'eno
many among us who would ,reJoJce to 'trlm the mld- mght1amp, and then
write their names in bOllor upon tbe walls of that Tern pIe 1 Give us the
same rights and advantagee-present us with the same motives for action
which now operate upon otber minds in the community. alldthel1 see,

we are " a people dulled ill their wits-withont manhood pr piriiual
for4(e;" but why cbain the lion and tben beat him because he does not ro.n
-wt.y clip the wings of th'e Eagle and then scorn him because'flJe doesnot soar / 

. ;j , 

We feel that we have a claim upon this State, and a right to be treated
as other citizens are trea ed..and we' have the opinions or some, or the-
most eminent men in tbe Slate to' ,sustain' us, H Need ' I tl!U this
honorable Court," says one ' of the most r spectable I1mes' of CO'Inec'ti':
cUl, and one whom the State bas delighted;to honor, " that we owe a debt
to tqe colored population of this country which we' can never pay--no;
never, never, unless we can call ,back oceans'of tears, and aU the roans ,
and agonies ortbe iniddl" passage, and the thou8an J!milio1)S"'gf ;l1u. '
man beings whom we bave sent , and' are sending ignora.debasedjand
undone to eternity... t '

. ' 

, We might point toa long list of tbe prigbtest names in thisandvariou&-
, oth Stat .' wbo have b n o faitM " frie 'ds- thOJ1t tinction'.o
sect II religIOn orparhes ll,pohucs.

" , ''' 

What evils would result to the St;'te i"freeSiJffra :,Wha.t
is our condition and numbers 1 Without uildertakingW,pro;v-e ti;acbris- '
tia people that it is ;ilways safe to'doright- in beAalf ofourp .,e
desJre to say that

, ,

l . f:';: 1st. Asa c!jlSS they have. beena-nd arerapldlymne ng pt;11lt,1h..
gence. W 8-, know ' f but few

, '

verr few; whdare lIotabl.! tq' r€lBand
wnte, and of no families' that are not endeavoting tot!ducafei eibchird,ren
In the rudilIJ:pts of. Jthose braricbes taugbtin our'ComlI )I,

~~~
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. I22 '
seme of them are bestowing upon their children .. k! wledge' of ' the high-
er branches C)f an English education, 

j! ,

1 .
2d. There has been a'greaJ'addition in, ount of property held by

them, within 'a few years. The precise amou t held, we have not the
means of knowing, burtrom in-westigations whi h have beenmade-(and
our attention has been ' called thi 5u)Jject at II the annual meetings of
the Societt,)-w know that the a ounthas largely increased, and as far
as we can Judge; IS more than three/ hundred thousand dollars. 

3d. The same improvement is manifested in ur moral condition. As a

people w bave made steady progress in the .. rincipJes aud p ractice of
temperance; In some respects we have beel) n advance of the white
popuJation ;-we formed thefirst State Tempera*e Society upon the prin-
ciple of Total Abs,tinence :fm the use of 1111 intoxicating drinks, and
have held a greater mumber of annu l and se i-annual meeti ngs of the

Society than any other State SD1iety in the .u*d States, and our efforts
have not been in vain, as the rapJd spread 'Of Temperance principles among

, and the flourishing condiflop of pur a xilila

y ,

Societies abundantlr
prove. Havmg to a great extenl1 succeeded 'm b!jn1shmg the u\eol, Intoxl-
ating drinks, our social and dom 5tic happiness has been greatly promote4.

'tth. A similar prQgreS's has een.made in our religious iniprovementij.
Ant 110' time th'e Constitution wa dopted, but few'of o ur people were pro.
fessors of relil!ion. They ha,d ria places of wOllship of t eir own , and 

ministers of religion to teach apd guide. them ; now they have fourteen

places of worship, and in most pf them they have Sabbath Schools and

Bible Classes, which ar a mean,! Of great good. ' Besid es this, there are, '(L

large number of our p pie different parts of the State who worship
with white congrf'gatio s , -and ire communicant in their churches, This
shows how great thei improvement in this respect has been since the adop-
tion 6f the provision in th!: (;onstitution of which we complain, and
which we hope will now be r;jnjoved. ,

In view of these facts, sh/owmg -as they do..s9ch a marlled improvement
in Ojlr' physical, mental, social aJd moral conditi.oo, we ask: Why, should'
we- not be allowed to vote?: That the few who live in this State would,
corrupt its politics, is an ohjeclion that has nq , enough of truth iQ it to
save it from ridicule. What aJ

' ,

e nine thousand jP ople among three hU
dred and twelve thousand, '-1; 6'e0 voters amoOg 65, 000 ?-"'U!A.JVhat
there in our character which \' rrantstheapp ension of" evlFfothe peo-
ple.c this Sta,te , should theye nd to us the rig/'l of suffrage 

" , '

It is\ asked-why W(J wish fpr,the right of t e elecJive franchise when
we have made such i prov$ents :witl )ltt iq We answer:' we, have
made this improvement q11t btciiuse of t/1 depriIVation of our ivil rights,

hut in spite.?f it, underihe di5fonragirig, in uenpes whiCh ,always attend
such a depnJVahon, anti we have ther show~ours l):es wenthy of the
rjg ts we ask at our hands, Po,itical(djsfr nii !)ment tendsto politjcal
social and moral degradation, just as tiuly !Is th possession and, exercise
of political righJs lends eleva oilitiqa , . cia.l an m..

r cpnditiQiI
of a people. We are your feIlO Cl!\2!e ils-iPatle bqmarwit15 you we

, must live and die. )U hav

-- ,

inter,e$t th1m 

, j

hetheryou feel it or pot..
, in our welfare; in our! being int!! ligef\. ! virf1toU a.nd good cltizeris:. we

~~~~~~~

b7 a

~~~

overn!Dent a , hav confidence !n llt Uify o tslaws, a,:d" in tPe jus.,
tlCe of 1ts admI lstration. , But the SUI'S

1 waf to regrad
,?s, I
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' dq, not )'ish to be 110inted at as.a:degradedel s5' in
'Neither db we believe , at the color of the skinis8lTIYin .

..... .. ,:g:;

I' th
I::t

s W nal

IS alone responsible. e ask the fight 'Of sulfmge pon tAe.S!II!ttr.P
pies Ul10n which the $'en of' the revol tiori f01,gnjJeqat (!l;icountry, that" Taxation and Rep esent!!tIo.n shonlg togetMr11

'/;

we have been exempted! from a State tax, y an et;oftheJ. isla.t1,r

~~~~;:;:!

us from payiQg our propor io . e

.,.

f '
The State tax is not' robabJy one twentieth the 

n\ount 
f the in(!irfct

tax 'collected through t e medium of the Nationa .,Revenue, , On.
tariffed article we consume, we .are taxed. Of thi oW-Rll,f1). '
We bave never asked t be relieved from our porIon of tll l,$'tgovernment. We only ask. to be allowed to disch rgethe: Uties;. :;e'k.
ercis6 tbe rights hf fre fnen; We appeaJ to the goqd chizensof't isStit
now tq arise and d0 us Justice-to blot out th s unJjtStdisti IJC' ion ro~tb,e

amen l Jaw,Pf th ISlate, and no Iongel' crush 11 opJe Who a:re.ma.
king every effort rn their power to do thelT part noblY IIhfe s.r!lce

, are deterjnined topu rsue t e " I!ven tenor of ourwa)'. 1f;improvi
, our minds and moraIs, a increasing theamo nt ofourprop rty.

" .' '

Weare determined t plei'd for our political ri bts in the name of jus-
tice and humanit , insp red by the spirit of the' age Ilndtheexampl!,
every other State In Ne\f England. f: Weare dete Iiined to do Ibis with our p"n,s an4 our V'

ces, 4)ftJlthe-1Iumble ,!eans In our pOlwer as long as there IS a t40ughfc'JD o!lr!Jt!n.ds, :or
a pulsation in our heart,; we shall pJead with you, if o(!edbe, as long as
there is a.rock in our mountains or a wave on out shores, To. this pqr-
pose we have "bound turselves as with hooks oft stlieI/" ..

,. ..

We appelJl to you in die saeretInam" of , j!l ":t\n4.,;ls

; '

t1gl:t.d!ij!lCra ch seus when o,!r her8,(ejther a" slaves,t6iJf!d aWt\yfh

~~~

i,oyou TVce, or as soldiers In the ., tented Jield ' of bJoody'conthct;.I j!tthid.
until the Independence Gf this couI'rywas achiey d? "ii

,' .

i'!(I)
Is 

~~~
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~~~
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r::uously? 

., , 

' t/ 

" "

We appeal ' to you in t e b.ehljlf of the , ta nished ' hooor fr-hi
h:k

~~~

:is lf::&

~~~ );; ~~~ ~~~

i';\to the U niollofFreed9m , JiIstice, andao JIp artillfl!dmj jstr;lti !l;tgf;;J. t ,
re\nment; 

as she eve

' ,

has ' I stry, !Intel1igen
rtt

.:'!~~~

i it t atwheriy ,sons shail eup, t9

~~~ ~~~~

they may not' feeJ that ' ' ou\ th"JrJ1atners; 'n!!gl eted'!'ori;;r P;W;4
;let of . J U8:ICE w

. r:, ,

, '

. mt b,th

~~~ ~~~

orl!

.. " , ,

, yourselves"and u eflfJpe' sto efs.

,. ' " '

;,'ii ;i):

:.",

. Weask t ili t e , un(! f.al1' Q~r p' opJe wh 4rf: tJy:j:!ig'epergy and devo.tonm ., eJr power, tp promotetl1~Jr)'lor~l.. t1t
Social anti ReJigipus ele ation. '
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n the full coIJ/idence of the justice of ourca!!ee a.nd rta.i
Truth and Reason wil ultimately Jriumph, 'we submit th fpregoi'ng ilti, j;t;;

- half of the Colored People of ConnE!ct/cut. '

. . , ," ;.

AMOI:.lG: BEMAN-
GEq: v:. FRANCIS.
SAM' , t. GRAV.

i. 

. \, )
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