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thre‘e 0 clock P M., in the
ancé w1th the followmg call

&

Sepqrember, 1849, to- cqnmd;r . ouz; Polit
devise measures for oy elev: a

Action on our part'i§. ra
ack,owled ment of oiux ig ht

o

r 'aw as a. bbdy, we. have ap
- dead to cmzenshlvi m:xck - dowr




SIStlble, and r ll on lhe

‘ tsouthem shores wlho witness dal}y the mlghtyp lsatwns G ~ -
Ocean, come up asl bold and ir -
‘Wave of liberty.

| Let resolute and hopeful men of eVery professmn and oceur.
pation come. AF& and youth—the sons of eaii and the sons .-
1

of toil—the landholder and the landless—the

dnd‘a wor

and in the certamty of ultlmate success by Hls blesslng on
‘,Our unitéd efforts. = . S
—Rev. Levin Smllth Henry Not A Isaac Cross; ‘

Henr FOE{Z ».S. M. Africanus. :
’ n

Hartford
Middlet

‘Damels, Leverett C, Beman, Jehiel C. Beman, .

Bmdgeport —--lGe rge W. Francis, Lepnard Collins; J Em-,l K

ery Burr, HT ubbard Philander Pitts, William 2 1
en, |

Tums Gre

- New Haven.~
““Thomas Cisco,
-pin, ' T Ifll3 Ptter, Wlllxam Thognpson, Samuel T. Gray, |
eman. |

Amos G. ]
Norwic

_Smith, Uriah W,

* New

. New

_pro témpore, and

Zempore.

A com ‘rttee ,“ﬁve were 3 mﬁ‘f
z; M. ,sv IS, GordonA Burr,;{ ]

gates v

’s a welcome

for all! 'Come in the strength and fear of God, |

—George Garrison, R. C. Hunt ;ngton, Charles

1}:’)' Davxs, J. Demmnng. ,
C. .Luéa, Robert J. Cowes, Paul Hall, -
. 8. -Merriman, John- Tdmer Edward Gal- .

h—S r%el Elhs, Wllham Spellman, J ames L.

—~William Amderson, George Falrweafher,:. |

ford... A ymn f solemn praise to God was| st
A "Scripturei rea&iad followed - y prayer*by the;( e
- COLLINs g ‘por-t. ;
Georgq W. Francis

en,‘n_ .-

| R.R. Pelham, PelamM Wllhams, David .
'Gordon, George L. Williams. | - B
. ondo
- and- others. J / SR
' ilfor --A J.. Mornson, Masbn (:rauso., Jacob
. Coggswel » = »

. The Cf nvention was’ called tb ordLr bV Rev A,
. of Ne Havenj tl e'call was r ad by S: M: Afrie




. | ollowing:

Norwwk»-—Pe man M
Eﬂls, William Spellman.
Stomngton—-—Le
Vathaniel Holland:' =
Danbury—Lyman H

| kPetenfs; . L
;.Saybrook~—8€ephf 1 Wright, _
- New Landon—~John B. Clarke.

| Neﬂi Milford—H

) X i« ») .

ARev. George A Sp. wao& Sprin M"ss‘
Rev. Elymgus P. y V, warkjfliV'J.
‘ enry Blbb, Detra L

\ On motmn, 3téﬂ,’w appmvt-v :
amed gentlemen were apo_

J. E. Burr, D. Go,rdon, LL Coll
, andB Randgll L

' g committee -;1j‘epo' od
Co ventlon o thelr report was accep
ad0pted vizy
For Preszdeng-—i~
For Vice Preszv




8

) Mr. Be an expi ssed bik hxghxéppreci
 thus unexpectedly rconferred upon[\ him: r;hei e
" much diffidence t fappomtment to the most-promine
" in the Convention, being aware . of | 'the - prese ce of:
superior qualifications—Hut he would not shi |
=N ‘and responsibility, especially in an emergency Jike the\p ese
* /| = when the liberty and the hopes of the people:4re at peril upor
|, - theissue. |Hehoped that the deljberations over whichhie'w
called to preside, Uould b&eenduc ed in a spirit. of -prude g
 |»_, . and gentlemanly co ce updnt e Di-
teo: [ vine guidance and b
: {‘» Mr. 8. Gra

) lca,d to theCon- -
in| behalf - of| New |
Cityg welc»mmg the delega’aons» ndi expressmg the :
sympathy nd co-operation of the inhabitants 2
" On motion, a Business Cogmittee was’ lected Cviz:
_A. G. Beman, Léonard Collins, E. C. Frfednan, George

.-+ Francis, Henry, Nott, Samuel T. Gray, David Gorddn,
M“?‘*ﬁ Thompson, A. P\/Iomson, Lyman H. Peters, and John'
- Clarke. |
"The committee rfetlred durmg the abse ce of the comn{it- "
teée, the Convention was addres<ed by the Rev. Mr. Spywood..
* | The business committee reported the

llowing Rules for
. the government of |the Conazentlon which | %}r& adopted.
- e RULES b —

:gsswn of the‘ Conv.enthn Pe opened byéad-‘-: :
‘ s*h all

: aﬂ the Convent{mn to o] B
: 3 s of the preceeding sessic b d at
the opem‘:g of eaq| session,. at W 1ch time 1 ces, i t[wrev
o hall be corrected. - e i
. ¢4, The: ent shall declde éll queStl’( ns of order, s ,b- |
‘.17 ject to anappeal of| the Convention. -
Eow ) ap, Al motions|and. addresses sinall be made to the JPr 8is
- denty ‘the, member rising from his.seat | ‘ SR
by “6. A)’l mouoms’ except those ?I) referé,
LA mltted in writing. | |

«7,” All Comitfoes sha b




s

s

thréﬁgh the chanr. |
% 10. A motion to. ¢
shall be de 1ded |

than ten mmutes at each nmez S
¢ 12. No resolution, except!
the Conventlon, except it come
tew; but all resolutlons réjegted
sented dlrectly to the Conventm 1, -if the i

~ to do so. i
“18.-Sessions of the Conveni on sha]l
o’clock, P. M., and shall close t one oclo
smoclock PM” o

Theyxalso recommend that
from delegates, on t}h‘f
in their several tow
téwn, Bridgeport, New.
Stomngton, reportecl very.
m thelr sek :

h3

K clock; at this place |
;Adpumed closqd vﬁ;th




gand hopes ; and to nefusé their counten
" or suppor of tho§ ¢ who claim'to be teacherz either in's
or the ministry; who are inferior to the mass of the people,
hteraly a tal\gme ts, and therefore dlsquahﬁed to be their’ in-

Messrs. 7illiams of ' Norwich,
- of Bridgeport, G
"Hall of ew H
~ of Hartford, and was unanimously  adopte

‘Adjourned to meetat the Temple, on Thursda.y m]brpm
Septemb T 13th t9 oclock,A M. |

onNrNd SEssmﬁ -—THURSDAY/ SEPT."IBth, 1849.

ack of Stbmng ony, Francis
ay of New Haven, Coll!ms OF

Aﬁ;

it

seding session were read and approved, -

Bridgeport,

“ - This ‘esmutlo ‘was thorou% ly "and zibl}*i d1s ssed by'
I
en, Thompson ‘6f Mldd}ftown, and Posey .

ft m the Teniple ; called to order by the Pi'es- |
| with prayer by Rev. Mr. Posey. The min-

@

s -

\ . ’The’b siness mmittee reported resolutions for'the cons1d- .
‘ ' eration of the k*onventlon, Whlch were read Wh reupon,
it was*|{ ~

i Votec{ That the resolutlons be accepted} arffl 'that héy be

) 'talign up separat ly and in the order of their prebenta ion, ’ I

1, adopted.

esolution, Np. o
ussed. by Messrs. olhns% Sp llma , Gray,

.+ No.2| was di

_ . .and John Emery Burr, in a most able and eloq ;‘gnt nany
‘and unanimously| adopted. | S R |
- Resolution, No. 3, reaﬁ on motmn unammoj

J 5 |

ey

made by Messr
T ,resolutl A was -

Bosey, Gray, Spywoaq, a.nd Spéfllma

: Uoptedw L .
0 No! 5, was supported bijessrsq
lack, and jas unaniriotsly ad S .
1t was “here imad upe o»hear»» asstate xenf fron

E
S e
et &
Q-
E

G 4, upon thls resolutubn rémar s were c
. 'Fhe







1
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SORPDeY
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~ e 10 «

the colu; >d fpaepl and th@t it be pubhshsd mth%he» mm’
onvertt

of thig Conyverdtion. BT
~ The resolution vas. adopted by the C mentwn, andja com-
mittee Borc‘hx:;t'k - _appointed,, codsisting. " Ae G..
Beman, George W. Francis and, Samuel T, N R
Rqsalpe ,I.%h,t 5 committee of three be:appointed to pre-
pare ati Address|to ‘the colored people of the State;.and that
it bealso | ublxshd with the.minutes.: Resol ationu aglmous-
ly ad.opte : 8. M. Africanus, H Nott a,nd H. A. Thdmpson,

tee.

he ¢ mmltteé also recommended the appomtrnent of a
State Ceritral Committee, with power to state the time, gnd
issue the 'call for a State Convention in 1850, and to‘act
in the mttrval of time, ‘in"the eonduét of measures .adjudged
“for the adyancement of our pohtlcal interests, I'helrmec@e'l
mendation was concurred in, and the measure a.dopted The
following gentlemen were appomted said comimittee:

- Hartford,

5zﬂdleto vn, Jehiel C. Beman INew Haven,
nd_Amos G. Beman; Bmdg mrt . Emery Burr

C‘rqss ;
T. Gray

and G. W ‘Fra“cls- Narw;ck ‘D.. Gordon ; tonw rion, L. |
Black ;- New M, ford AT Mornson  Danbury, Lyma.n H. :

Peters.
Voted, H’at the domgs of this Conventlon be’ sxo%ed
the Prest lent and

{ . ‘{m’b”

,-
® .
c ‘ﬂ

Me"em °a1‘33d ta Ol‘dezf b the Chairman, at whose ou
.»the Re,v. Mr. Th

S. M. 'Africanus,H. Foster, H. Nott. &nh Isa,a,c 1
Samuél

Secretarles, and pubhshed in a pamphlet g

SR




Hart ,ardg .A, Washi
/8 l c,aw]:l"!‘ﬂ ;
art, Leor

14,0, ;k aﬁl W o Q;tm TARBEEE

anbw'y W etérs and N W»h;aw er‘ .
| New Londan, J. B Cla«rl«z&ﬁ A
New Mz{foz‘d Al Morﬁgﬁogl ff ;

Voted That tha@m ort’ o the, Comn’nttée on Fii hgé;“
‘pubhshe& with tbé"m’mu’tes jf ‘t“hé @On"ventlon. TR
Voted That 8. M. Africanus, J.
man, G. W, Francis, A. G: Berlian
mittee to publgsﬁht e minutes o .‘ |
funds in the hands of the man[nce («ommxttee, after the ex-‘
penses of the Convention are paid; ‘be a;ppropnated towai‘ds
the expenses df. the publacaqlon. ‘ .
Voted, That the Committee on publishing the m
nish a suitable; i(petition to the Legxsia;ure, pr
right of the Electwe Franefhtse and publish the ‘same m‘
: mlnutes. : N ‘ ;
Mr.-Biss was here introg ucad to the audxence. andf:spak
upon-the sub;]ectf of giving t &b“le to the. Sl%yes. 3 )
lowing remarks by, the dl_or of the New Haven P |
will give the reader an impressive view of Mr. B -
“ner. The Preamble and Resolution which- roduced is "
mislaid or they. wo ,‘,kl,a‘pp@ I 1£1 thxs plage.
“1In .the course gﬁ :the e Mr ;Elab

was called out.
circulation of the Bibl
proh;bitory statute law
in the, course -of.it.xe
years of &n_ >~'§‘hw ;
almost a-clear white, @nd he had
K professxonaﬁ man. | He mai »tam@d
the, Scriptures was \not. only, pr
. but also oﬁ politic ,Lmd .pers
"'mmommon*; talent o ‘md ¥ d
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?de That | the. ihﬂnks of:- the Delega;es 10.
“ventionrbe and hereby are presented to the President ahd oth-  {:
er Officers’ of the Cenvention, for_the. faithful dlschargeof“ {

their several duties.

J : : ' 12 i

Resolved, That the Delegaies ‘of is Conyention present
thzlr thankls to: theh citizeps' of avolaior indness
_ - and hospitality with which
‘ Bih . G. Beman’
ventxon. g i L
Votéd; That the Conweﬁtgén now ad;eurn to mie :
dall of the State Central.Committee. - B
The Doxology was sung by the- whole audlenﬁé s%andmg,
to the tune of Sld Hundred and ‘the Ohalrman deefared ithe

Convention adjourned.
JEHIEL C. BEMAN Preszdent

‘S. M. Arricanus, ) ; SR oy
. d. Emery Burg, Secretaries. = . = . .

L. Carter Beman,y .. * ° = i ‘
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No 1. Resolved, That welregard the mght of the Elect’x’ve |
as one.of the most valuable and sacred- nghts of mah, and at lonece th#:
glopy and the s%neld pf civil (:overnment N S {

§Xo. 2, Re lved, That to deprive any olass "of men of ﬂnsx valuab]es

maﬂe{\ab]e ngbt and for a pretext release thefi ‘Tpr;lp'ertﬁ fro ma State f

. Tax, when.at'the same time they must bear’ theif part of i

. - the general ‘Government; is not to be eonsldered asia fagvaﬁ s, butyise

i al ::;aure ca,lculgte& to ﬁx upon them more deqyly t}m mar ofr-y
tion,. : . .; g o 5 :

/- ! : . i
aa iﬁ Resolved.g #t the COnstltutlonal d:szﬂnht)l under wh ch -
d men’ labor in the State of Connecticut, ‘being fi éed upon t atigolor |
vith: which . the Almighty Crgator -has clothed 1k equls impious ‘before
ven—unjust an g;m l-to th e*eﬁ”ected by xt-—abhor‘rent to th rellgxon

o - .
1 i z . .

3 S SRR v

! . o - .

LE e . RN : .

il N
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of - Jusus: CHR1sT—ingulting to humanity-=a-dishopor ¥
obstacle-in the way. of that,spirit- of- Freedom:ywiffel
earth, struggling to redeein man the . world oyer,:a
speedily removed. -, | 7 Sl

No. 4. Resolved, That.we believe that th
the people of.our beloved State of -Connecticut.‘shos
from her Constitution, -and: proudly-and-nobly:také-he
every-other State in-New: England;. ingiving:to-allithein:
of Suffrage. . B O S ST TUR A S Y. 5

en 1 W

i ey s
| SRS S RS R

~No. 5. Resolved, That we pledge ourselves to| each o
honorable means to induce the good 'people of this Stal
moral strength, r,am{ in the majesty of their politicdl . dig
. from the State’s escutehéon that blot which nowiden
spirit of political ty'niranﬁy,.* N SR
No. 6. Resplved,i That we rejoice in the effortga
brethren have made|and are making to. prociire pre
in this and various|other States, and that we regard:
- signs of the coming of that day, when, as a people, W
inent and dignified position in Society. ' . -

s 1

No. 7. Resolvéd,l That we are encouraged-by..

which.has crowned the efforts of our brethren-and-the: frien
without distinction of paty in Ohio, and congratulate her citi
world on the repeal of her “ Black Laws,” and hope the day
ly come when the Statutg Books of every State in the ¥nion sh

fied {rom all unjust and gppressive Laws. - g

. e ) ) ) !
‘No. 8. Resolved, | That our interests are the same as those of ow
ren in bonds, and' that while we sympathize with them in their’
afflictions, we Wwill,| to show that we * remember them asbo
them,” advocate and pursue a virtuous/course of conduet, that our
ple may h?.vegg, tendency to hasten the day of gur own elevation a)
emancipation.”. . ) —TER e

No.:9. Resolved, That we request’ every Minister of the Gogj
preach at least‘bnce in every three months, upan the. important.
total abstinence from the use of all intoxicating liquorsy

living‘influence against the direful evils.of Intemperance.

‘ i i
- No. 10. . Resolved), ,Tl%atiwe‘ Te
. interest in the education lof ithei

. deavors to give them|a 1
.duee them-inta. the mec

- sustain a virtuous and horo
‘ a S TS I RO
< *sge"mesgaech of ‘Hon, Mr, Clinginian of Noth Carolina,
£ . R ? 'ww . :




" .. No.|11. Resolved, As there appears to be 2 crigis in our condi as'a -
" people, it is our duty to regard:carefully the position of thosé who; in-this -
 cause, fidentify themselves with us; and those among us, who deny their
ide;;‘tit with ‘us, should be looked upon in the light of tories and enémies’
to the ’ : T

o
)
S

ocial and universal freedom of man, - . R

1]

No. 12. - Resolved, That ‘mtwit%‘nstanding' we dre deprived-of the right
of the|Elective Franchise, and deprived. the -privileges of citizerfship, we.
will use our utmost endeavors to-cgltivate the principles of a pure morali= -
ty and| high intellectual attainments and by industry and economy gain

" property. : , Lo Lo

| > i ' ! L : s N
No. 13} Resolved, That this Convention deem it advisable and éxpedi-
ent topresént the claims of the colored citizens of Connecticutito equal |/
_rights fto the body of the people by the means of Lecturers,” Discussed by ||
Messri. Gray, SPELLMAN, and WEsT, and adopted. ‘ P

No. 14, Resolved, That those Lecturers should be colored ‘men of in- »
telligence and ability, residents in this State, and should be sustained by '
our contributions’; adopted. - e .7 '

No. 15. Resolved, That the Central State Committee be, and are hereby

instrueted to perfect this plan of effort, and emplay a sufficient number of -

- ~men properly qualified, and apportion the expense among the Districts |
.~ -y-represented in this Convention,.. -~~~ « :

] : . ) ﬁ; ’
. - s s
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'Bumnm St

It is unnecessary ta seg forth 'before your mi‘
political condition in the State of Connecticut.|
our wrongs are matter of daﬂy and humiliatin
franchised. Our manhpod and szensmm thy
point. And this was done by the authority
1rrespectwe of color, had enjoyed on
one hundred and ﬁfty ars, {dért

roscriptive, unnatural and "unjust, unde
ut no aythority can sanetify i ;uqtic an
Law, cannot conceal their mo{i}s“trous for
of truth, - Thirty yedrshave we been disf, ,
ment, odious enough initself is the- prolific soiirce’
scription.  It'is a monster that niultiples its
increasedly repulsive, nbtmdm i our v
edge, Virtue and Religion, unt man haxi.
from all the' hlghways of proj ress. . '
her voice throughout Connectwut,an&l'jb ]
town, but five thousand heeded the cty, and-ra
W hat then ? shall we: des;)a r . shall we ce
those who discouragingly sa ybuc decot
3;” 1ﬂ momfntshc eration,
.hopelessly to yield the stru
anPetems'a{lawyﬂf‘f od, that
forsake.” ' They are'fs
rests df the




adoption to any considerable extent, must secure-comforts open
competence, and result/in stability and independenc: '
* The deep. injuries we ‘bave. inflicted on oursels
deadly intoxicating dranght were pot'there forgofte
called upon to bring the hallowed influences,of réligio
“subject, so thoroughly connected with-all.ourhopesian
ty inan should be carekul to.maintain.a proper.degre
infalliable method of commanding the-respec:
think to exhalt himself by:standingaloof from
trarys-everywhere 'identifying himself with thi
and patiently for the elevation and welfare of a
tion, No. 11, let each recognise, honor, and defeny
pressed brother, and in all lawful ways seek:his ad
The subject of education received as:it justly dei |
tion, and assumed ‘a prominent place in the discugsions.o
Trhe our educational advantages are not greag, and|o;
they be more highly prized, and-no opportunity. o
find the doors of the hlgh schools, academies and se

against ourchildren. | But there is now no statutory jprohi
_er need now fear artest, fine,-and imprisonment, fo:
teaching a.colored ch?ld;— - No¢olored young lady need
threatening of * fen stripes on the naked back” fo
Connecticut in the pursuit of knowledge. :
Let it be remembered brethren, that these and ot}
+ ed in answer.to the general question, “ What isha}l
a mea?s necessary to entitle us to enfranchisem
perfect, already ; for(ldid we, as a mass, possess ¢
site to the good citizen in the highest perfectiop; nothing
be added to the strength of our claim to the ffanchi
3 ment for that is, "and must ever be, the broad and -
: OUR RIGHT, as native born Mgn, Citizens of thi
members of the Commonwealth of Connecticut..! The
of the measures recommended to you, are seen “in" th
crease our strength, to multiply the number of our:
of enabling us to wield more intelligently and eﬁ'dﬁtcti?ely

< 1
¢

is great

But executes ﬁFreema‘n’»s‘fs’fvm,r T

' ‘does the: will of God,”
- ey Lo
. And furthermore, |'we : must labor

s accomplish our objeet, /It has ;

‘ ‘mind, that * there i

‘more it is:suppresse

‘truth of the’'maxim.

of -T'ruth upon the

let us repeat the s



2 A . 1
' ‘ ‘ f

: > \ ‘ ) - o ‘ : ‘ J1 .
o " B T I S
;a»nd firm reliance upon the irresistable arm, . that will turn and overturn, B
. until Justice, and Judgment are prevalent throughout the earth. |- =~ =

.Wenetd not fear the result. - We must succeed;! < It is an eférnal:law
_ - that whosoéver assists himself, him will the Lord jassist.” ‘The issue '
' . isfairly between principle and' prejudice—between ‘we{'l,founded right, and
~#  blind perversity—between reason and’ passion; caii it be doubted -which
e shall conquer 1n sich a contest ? - The people can be r{ach’ed&;Th&iﬁ hearts, |
are not enclosed within impregnable walls, - ¢ Connectieut,” says gne-of her; '
many eminent sons, ‘“though slow to move, moves sure and strong, when.
she §s aroused ; she is cautious and_prudent, but when'she sees the:reason
~ for a change, she will change in earnest.”*~ She will perceive that Right-
~ epusness “exalts @ nation. That it is theé'true foundation of national ad-
vancement and-prosperity. . Righteousness towards God in the acknowl-
edgment of Hisdivineclaims and the practice of piety and duty ; and right-
. eousness toward man by the establishment of justice and équity; ‘and the .
' recognition of the universal brotherhood. -~ ~- - | T |

- Then shall her righteousness byeak forth as the light, and her glory as
. the-noonday|sun. - g » Lo

. =

, . ' . 8. M. AFRICANUS,: - /|
AR, HENRY NOTT, &
; o HENRY A. ' THOMPSON. ‘
A o i 3 - EEE :
‘ o - A ‘ i
/ rd N H \A: l
' | ;
“‘ / . ! it X g
. |
i ; - - a" \ :
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'I ! ; ‘ i ‘
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' VOTERS OF THE 'sTATE OF CON

Ferrow CITIZENS :—‘ I I
* The undejsigned | were appointed, at the C
held in the é“l%-of New Haxlfen,: Sept. 12th.and.

ose of considering the political disabilities” under.
Committee to ;address you upon that important.subje
we would now respectfully perform.: . = | . |

" We know that in | your hands, under God, ate § wund..th
political destiny—that it is for- you.to-say whether w
* same rights and privileges' which other men enjay,. and whethel
uous mark of political ‘degradation shall be removed.ot..nof
proach you, Believin, thnt'y?u are to; be influenced by trut
that you are alive to| the interests.and. honor offt ate:
of freedom has still hén altar }inf your hearts and a .} in your
in the light of .whic d 1o the great tr

i

th
o)

home

you recognize |and respon

American Independepce—* that all men.are created free'-an

endowed by their CFgetor with ceftain inalienable. ¥ights,.

are life, liberty, and‘thi; pursuit of happiness”~ra d

- Fathers’ wrote, and with ours seale with .their
of battle in ¢ days that tried men's soulss” an

to write hypocrite upon: theit tombs—we ar

silent and disfranchisedy upon that §oil

ers ig.crying to us to'awake;and secare.a pa

which, eitheras Slave, or.soldier-slaves;they

- Duty to ourselve ai&d;tmg&gnchilt}m del

impartial justice and-a deep régard.for the dign

to seek a redress of| our grievances at-your-han

.. It istrue that sgme may oﬁp@a& us; .and.cr}

they have us:do in this.day and’ age.of the.

_ country and espegially-of New:Englan
soul is dead thats Auxnvbevrgg??ﬁwhagg rou
rious spirit of freedom is.abroad in-the

_inspiring the hearts of .men with the.sacre

%se power every.m

not be quenched—whe ~
would repress- all fendencies to liberty and e
.- mark ih the language i’of one,* whose name an
- long as this Republic Je/mains;,- -tha,\theyf must:
M . vl i f S | o) N p
i
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' Liberty and Independence, and muzzle:the cannon which thunders its'ans
nual joyous Qre;tur;. They maust yevive the slave trade with all its train of
atrocities.. They must suppress the workings of British - philanthrophy,.
seeking to meliorate the condition of ‘the unfortunate West Indian slaves.
They must arrest the career of South American deliverance from thraldom.
'~ “  They must blow out the moral lights around us, andextinguish that great-
~ est torch of all which America presents to a benighted world, pointing the
~way to their rights, their liberties, and their happiness. And Vy’ben%he% ™

voe

‘have ‘achieved all these purposes, their work will be yet incomplete.
‘They must penetrate the human soul, and eradicate the light of reason an
‘the love of .liberty. = Then, and not till then, when universal darkness
:and despair prevail, can you perpetuate s'avery, and repress all gsympathies, .
| ;and all humane dng benevolent efforts among freemen.”
¢ :° We ask you to appreciate and honer such nobl sentiments, ‘and remove
" {drom us that mark of political degradation which|was unjustly:fixed npon
‘us'at the time when the present State Constitution was adopted. '
“ h@riﬁhts of méan do not depend upon the accidents of his biith, or col-
“or, or clime—man’s riglits are those which God and nature have establish-
ed, and are therefore called natural rights—suchl as life andliberty, and
- need not the aid of human laws to be more effectually invested in- every
man than they are : neither do they receive any additional strength, when
declared by the municipal laws to be inviolate ; on the contrary, no huinan.
Legislature has power to abridge or destroy them unless the owner him-
self shall commit some act which amounts to theiy forfeiture.” # S

But.

. they hay

ow ean the rights ot any class of men

man’s helmet, sword ‘and shield—the elective

e no voice at the ballot-box ? when they

e safe, or secure, when
are stripped of the free-
franchise? | Who shall

guard their interests, when those in whom the spirit of prejudice and in-
justice is found; make and administer 41l the laws’ by which the wronged

and oppressed are to be governed?

. No one wil] pretend that we have by any crime
‘the

forfeitedlouig"'rigih‘ts.' In

'

/

countiy and brought to this land by the cruel hand of oppressiote=here
A they died the victims of outriige and cupidity, and now, we, their descend-
- ants, say in that language which your Pilgrim Fathers thought:and express-
' ed in'this fheir then wilderness home, when surtoupded by the storms of -
!. Winter, and the yells of the Savage,  Qui trenstulu, sustrnét.” o,
‘ Ours is the claim of humapity. We are aware that, the spirit of infi-
delity denys our claim to the privileges of a cgmmon brotherhood ; and

that 1t sometimes finds an utterance in places where reason wouldteach us -
to expect better things. . YW e are sensible ‘of the [inflience which appeaI%

ovidenee of God wéare hére, Our fathers were torn fromghe«ii‘?native :

and declarations like the following exert when adliressed:go the: prejudice
-of men. “Who,” says the writer, ‘““shall- respect a people who do not -
respect their own blood? "If itis.to be seen. a’few ages hence, that the -
blood of the Miltons, the Hampdens, the :Hookers and-"the ‘Winthrops, X
ha# every where drunk of the muddy waters of ‘%

‘ the Niger, the profana
tion will dec'are itself in a peoplg dulled in their| wits, without manhoo

or spisitual force.”t - E S ’
.9 - | )
e . * Sir Wm. Blackstone. ; : " BRIV L
-t Rev.vbi. huﬁhnell’s Oration lq-efqreﬁﬁe Society-of Phi BetaKapps in Yale College; 1837,

~
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‘matized and scorned as “a people dulled in their wzté w1thout maﬂzrh@oda r

is our condition and numbers? Withiout undertaking

‘in the rudun 15 of. gth«trse branches tanght in o1 i

-21

‘We do not say with*what grace this comes from oné andinte
the truth of that God, who * hath made of one blood-all ation
for to dwell on all the face of the earth.”* But how cruel to
those whose fathers were slaves for years, and @hz}s ‘déscend ts
denyed all their political rights—the foundation' and securifs
rights in the civil compact—denyed access to’ the a vantagés
and Seminaries of learning—the victins of a prejudice'w
er reason or mercy—continually mocked and sultéd with impt
corrupt public sentiment ; and when they turn their almost désps
to the minister of Christ, instead of hearing'a tiiumphant *¥in
God’s eternal truth, are greeted with the raven cry bf infideli uy

spiritual force.” '
What has literature. and science ever done for us in fhls ]and Wlth thef
consent and co-operation of many who' now taunt and reproach us ?s -
Would not a familiarity with the minds of the Mivrons, the Liotkis;
e BLacksTongs and CokEs, the NEwTons, and KepPLERs; | the “EpWaRDs

‘and DwicHrs, expand and enrich our intellectual powets ? - W ere ‘the

gates unbarred and the obstacles removed from the path which' leads to
that ¢ summit from whence fames prouf tempie shines afar’l—are there‘not
many among us who would rejoice to *trim the mid-night ﬁamp, and then'
write their names in hopor upen the walls of that Tempie’ Give us-the .
same rights and advantages—present us with the same motivés for action
which now operate upon other minds in the community, and-then seeif
we are “a people dulled in their wits—without manhood pr spiritual
forge;” but why chain the ljon and then beat him because he does not run
—why clip the wings of the Eagle and then scorn him betause: does
not soar ? . AR
W e feel that we have a claim upon this State, and 4 right to be treated
as other citizens are treated-~and we'have the opinions of spme;-of the
most eminent men in the! State to-.sustain:us. ¢ Need ‘1 -tell this
honorable Court,” says one'of the most respectable names-of Connecti~
cut, and one whom the State has delighted;to honor, “that we ow ebt
to the colored population of this country which we can never pay=~
never, never, unless we can call back oceans’of tears, and 11 ‘th’ y
and agonies of ‘the middle passage, and the thousand asd, i
man beings Whom we have sent, and’ are sépdmg lgnara
undone to eternity.” S
We might point toa long list of the bnghtest ‘names in thwaml “varwus'
other States, who have been our fmthftﬂ frwnds—-wnhout die
sect in religion, or parties in.politics, - - ¥4 -+ ¢ v
‘What evils would result 1o the State if/free suffrage wak

tian people that it is always safe to'do’ rzght—-m behaif o our people
desireto say that | :

1st. As-a class they have-been‘and are’ rapzdiy nere
gence. We-know aéf but- few, ‘very few; whi
wnte, and of no families'thatare- not enrdeavorin
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, seme of them are hestowing upon their children.
) er branches of an English education. R : , , .

2 2d. . There has been a-greaf addition in.the-amount of property held by
them, within'a few years. The precise amount held, we have not the
~ means of knowing, but from in’estigatic‘ms which have been made—(and .

_ our attentian has been'called to' this' subject at gll the annual meetings of

- . 'the Society},)—we know that the 'atgoun‘t-has largely increased,-and as far-

i as we ¢an judge, is more than thyee/hundred thousand dollars, .

3d. The same improvement ig manifested in our moral condition. - As a

people we havé ‘made steady progress in-the jprinciples and practice of
‘temperancé: In some respects we have been: jn advanee of the white

"+ population ;—we formed the first State Temperance Society upon the prin-
‘ciple of Total Abstinence {roii the use of all intoxieating drinks, and

have held a greater inumber of‘-annuil and semi-annual meetings of the

2

wledge of 'the high-

Society than any other State So@iety in theUnited States, and our efforts
have not been in vain, as the rapid spread of Temperance principles amon;
us, and the flourishing condifich of our auxiliagry Societies abundantl
prove. Having to a great exteng succeeded in banishing the use ob intoxi-
ating drinks, our social and domgstic happiness has been greatly promoted.
" 4th. A similar progreds has Been-made in ouf religious iniprovements.
- Atithetime the Constitution wasadopted; but fewof our people were pro-
fessors of religion. ‘They had 7o places of wornship of their own, and no
ministers of religion to teach apd guide.them ;+—now they have fourteen
laces of worship, and in mostof them they have Sabbath Schools and
%ible Classes, which ar}\: meang of great good.| Besides this, there are a

large number of our people in:different parts of the State. who worship
‘with white congregatiorfs, and re communicants in their churches.—This
. shows how great their improvenent in this respect has been since the adop-
tion of the provision in the Constitution of which we complain, and
which we hope will novﬂbeg{@r@’oved, N S
‘In view of these facts, showing as they do,.such a marked improvement
in e?/" physical, mental, social and moral conditign, we ask:  Why, should:
- wenot be allowed to'vote ?* That the few who|live in this State would -
- corrupt its politics, is an objection that has not enough of trath in it to
save it from ridicule. - What afe nine thousand ipeople among three hun-
?‘dred and twelve thousand, or*1;600 voters among 65,000 *~>and whatis. -
', there in our character which warrants the apprehiension of”evil fo the peo-
/ pleof this State, should they extend to us the night of suffrage 7%, - : ..
""" Itis.asked—why we. wish for-the right.af the elective f_ranchi’@éwhet .
we have made such improvepnents withput it We answer: we-hav
made this improvement niot because of this deprivation of our eivil rights,
but in spite.of it, under fhe disgouraging, influenes which always attend
such a deprivation, and we have the.ref?:g shown ourselyes worthy of the:
ights we ask at your hands, Poiitical disfranchisement tends to pq],itica]t B
 social and ‘moral degradation, just as truly as the possession and exercis
of politieal rights tends to elevate the political, social and mordl: condition
of a people. We are your fellowgcitizens-~natiye boin .and:with you: w
- must live and die. You have anfinterest then vhether you. feel it or pot,
" in dur welfare; in our being intelligent, virtwous and good citizens. - We
cannot be-ignorant, vicious.and degraded without| an injury to yourselves, -
His for your good as well as our owh, that we sghould be attached to ‘the
- Government and have tonfidence;in the equity of its laws, and in the jus.-
.. tice of its administration.” But the surest way to
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: «chlse us; ethe most dzrec&Way to- make us ba

’Ne:therd we believe that the color o the skin i

" fundamental law of th

- our minds and morals, and increasing the amount of our prop:

- there is a;rock in our m untal $ Or a wave on ou shor

o until the Independence of this couritry was acmeir‘

. -act of .llné',t'mn W

“aliens, . |
We da.not wish to be pointed ata

i de gmdeﬂ

virtue, msdom, or justicp any more than it is of per
we regard}it as a physi¢al manifestation for which
is alone résponsible.” We ask the right-of suffiage |
ples upon which the men of' the revolution foug
country, that ¢ Taxation and. Represematxon shoul
we have been exempted from a State fax, - by ct of/t
But this does not exempt us from paying our propor mn of the
the General Government.

* The State tax is not probably one twentleth the
tax -collected through the medium of the Nationa
tariffed article we consume, we are taxed. Of thl

government We 'only ask" to be allowed ?toﬂdi-sc?
ercise’the nghts of freemen; We appeal to the oo
now-tq arise and do usz ustice—to blot out this unjiist'd
State, and no ]onger crush i pes
king every effort in thei power to do-their part nobly i

-We are deterfnined 19 pursue the * ‘even tenor 0f 0t

- We:are determined to plead for our political ri hts ;m the na:& 0 jus
tlce and humanity, inspired by the spint of the a )
every other State in New England. | P
We: are deterriined to do th;s with our pens and our vem:es, an‘
humble means in our poWer as long as there is'a thought'in' ou

a pulsation in our hearts; we shall plead with you, if need be, a

pose we have bound 'urselv) s as with hooks of | steel "
We appeal to you in thé sacreg],ngme of ju

d‘is&%_mhise us when our fathers as  toiled awa
your Setvice, or as soldiers in the “* tented field” of bhm

- We appeal to you as Christians, and ask
Is it Christ-like to treat the ¢

uously? ; N g
We appeal . ta you in the lmhalf of the tarni 7. -
and ask youto wipe off this stai A » o

by the side of her smter
Y

Religion. | .. L
We ask i‘t thatiwhen yo
they may not'feel th
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M the full conﬁdence of the {us‘uce of our cause and h,e ertai
T'ruth and Reason will ultimate trmmph we submlt th :

~ half of the Colored People of Conriécticut. 5 g
dor -, ~ AMIOS|G. BEM
| ’ R o o .. GEO. W, FRANCIS
! o - o SAM'L. T GRAY
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o To tke‘ Honorable, he Senate am@House of R 01
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: ot C#eneral Asseyj convened
s ;’; T ‘3eund rsxgned 1nhab1tants,;qfltbeya18tate 0
ray your Honorable Bod take such-le
‘pyy“pﬂﬁyﬁm

ecessary t0° hﬂm he




